The classical method of breaking the dormancy, stratification (i.e., pretreatment on a wet medium at 3-4°C), is limited in dealing with the heterogeneity within a seed lot.
Introduction
More than 60% of forestry seeds, especially hardwood species, are in a more or less deep dormancy state. As a consequence of its important genetic variability, this dormancy is very heterogeneous: it can vary from year to year, from seed lot to seed lot and between seeds within a seed lot. Generally, it is a type of physiological dormancy caused by a germination-inhibiting mechanism in the embryo which often requires a long prechilling period (1-8 months) to eliminate it. Sometimes, this physiological dormancy can be associated with a physical impermeability of the seed coat to water or with a morphological underdevelopment of the embryo. Nurserymen are generally unaware of the dormancy requirements of their seeds, which has resulted in an enormous waste of seeds and mediocre yields in the nurseries.
Materials and Methods
The classical method of breaking the dormancy, stratification (i.e., pretreatment on a wet medium at 3-4°C), is limited in dealing with the heterogeneity within a seed lot.
A new and original methodology has been developed on the basis of Polish research work applied to beechnuts (Suszka, 1975 
